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Academics
seek Saarc
help over
prof axe

BASANT KUMAR
MOHANTY

New Delhi: Over 300 academ-
ics and researchers from uni-
versities across the world have
sought Saarc’s intervention
in the “unjust dismissal” of a
faculty member by the South
Aslan University (SAT).

In a letter to Saarc secre-
taryv-general Md Golam Sar-
war, the signatories have re-
quested the revocation of the
termination of Snehashish
Ehattacharya, an associate
professor of economics.

SAU had sacked Bhat-
tacharva in September for
opposing the university’s
dectsion to call police to the
campus in October 2022 to
quell a student protest. Bhat-
tacharyva and four other facul-
ty members had criticised the
university for expelling a fow
students for demanding a hike
in stipend. While three other
teachers apologised later,
Bhattacharya did not relent.

SAU has said Bhattachar-
va's actions amounted to “in-
cltement against the Universi-
tv". When Bhattacharva moved
Dielhi High Court, SAU pleaded
that the Indian courts did not
have jurisdiction overdt as it was
an international institution.

In thelr letter to Saarc, the
academics argued that Bhat-
tacharva stood by his profes-
slomal principles, consistently
denied all charges and refused
to submit letters of regret de-
manded by the university.

“The University has acted
without transparency, fair-
ness, or credible evidence.
It has also advanced the un-
tenable clalm that, as an in-
ternational institution, it lles
outside Indian court jurisdic-
tion — even though SAT was
created through The South
Astan University Act, 2008 of
the Indian Parliament,” the
letter stated.

The signatories sald SAU
had seen an exodus of inter-
national faculty members and
repeated attempts to censor
students and staff.

NE leaders pledge
umbrella outfit

PHEROZE L. VINCENT

New Delhi: Two BJP allles
have announced plans to
merge with other parties and
leaders of the Northeast for
“a strong, unified, and indige-
nous political volce at the na-
tional level”.

The announcement came
during a joint news confer-
ence at the Constitution Club
hereon Tuesday by Meghalava
chief minister Conrad Sangma
of the National People’s Party,
Pradyot Debbarma of Tipra
Motha, Danlel Langthasa of
the People’s Party, Assam, and
former BJP minister of Na-
galand, Mmhonltmo Kikon.

Sangma said: “For too
long, we, the voung leaders in
the Northeast, have spoken
about the same 1ssues and con-
carns of our people, but from
different platforms and polit-
1cal spaces. We have realised
that our strength lies in unity
and that it 1s time to glve our
people one collective volce ™

He announced the forma-
tion of a nine-member commit-
tee headed by former Megha-
lava minister James Sangma.,

Chief minister Sangma
sald; “Today we are only an-
nouncing that we have decid-
ad that we will work togather
and the modalities of that are
going to be worked out within
the next 45 days.... We're not
here to flght with anybody.
We're not here to trv to say
that we are golng to contest
against anybody. We are only
saving that the platform or en-
tty that we're trving to create
15 something that the North-
aast today neads.”

When gquestioned, Deb-
barma spelt out at the end of
the news conference that the
“platform or entlty™ would be
created by a complete merg-
er. He sald: “We are all going
to come in and merge and be-
come one political entity. One

name, one symbol, one flag.™

When asked about the par-
ty’'s 1deology, Debbarma re-
plied: “Wa are all bound by the
Constitutlon of India and the
Constitution of India clearly
mentions... ‘secular’.. and we
will always speak for those peo-
ple whose constitutional rights,
regardless of any religlon or
ethnicity, are being violated...

“Whether it 15 one com-
munity, one faith or anoth-
er, whether 1t 1s atrocities in
Bangladesh with regard to
the minorities or whether it
1s within India, if we feel that
there are unfalr means being
used, we will stand up for the
volceless people, the indige-
nons people of the Northeast.”

He added: “We are fichting
for the protection of the Sixth
Schedule. There are common
problems of Megal (Immigra-
tion happening from neigh-
bouring countries, allenation
of tribal land.... Some of the
maost intellectual and wise
people do not Kknow enough
about the Northeast because
it 1s not tanght.... Curriculum
does not have chapters on
the Northeast.”

Uma takes up Ganga cudgels

PIYUSH SRIVASTAVA

Lucknow: Unwilling to di-
rectly blame the Narendra
MModi government at the Cen-
tre and the Pushkar Singh
Dhami and Yogi Aditvanath
dispensations in Uttarakhand
and Uttar Pradesh for the un-
clean Ganga, BJP leader Uma
Bharati has restarted her in-
dependent campaign to clean
up the holy river,

The BJPnational vice-pres-
ident alzo expressed her wish
to contest the 2020 Lok Sabha
elections from Jhansi.

She took a bath in the
Ganga at Sangam in Alla-
habad on Tuesday along with
over 2,000 people and pledged
to clean it with the help of the
COMITHON Man.

Uma Bharti addresses the
gathering in Allahabad on

Tuesday. (PTI

“T administered an cath to
the people that they will work
to make the Ganga clean and
uminterrupted. It is not a one-
dav programme. All those who
attended todayv's (Tuesday)
event must work continuously
wherever theyvare,” she saidin
Allahabad while claiming that
she herself has decided not to

take up any assignment be-
cause she wanted to devote her
time to the Ganga and cows.

The Modi government had
launched the Namami Gange
project soon after becoming
Prime Minister Since then, Modi
and Aditvanath have claimed on
several occasions that they have
cleanad the Ganga.

Bharati was the chief minis-
tor of Madhya Pradesh in 2003-
04 and the Union minister of
water resources, river develop-
ment and Ganga rejuvenation
from 2014 to 2017. While she
laumched a massive campaign
to clean the river, her portolio
was changed to drinking water
and sanitation in 2017. She
headed the ministry il 20149,
before she was dropped from
the Modi cabinet.
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o CARDICLOGY

2 ORTHOPAEDICS
@ UROLOGY

o CHEST MEDICINE

o MEDICINE

& GENERAL SURGERY

cr NEUROSURGERY

o DERMATOLOGY

o GYNAECOLOGY & OBSTETRICS

o GASTROENTEROLOGY

= NABL ACCREDITED PATHOLOGY
DEPARTMENT

& 128 SLICE CARDIAC CT SCAN
& MULLERIAN DUCT ANOMALY SURGERY

& COMPLEX BRAIN AND SPINE SURGERY WITH
A STATE-OF-THE-ART NEURO MICROSCOPE
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B.D.M. International

An I1SO 9001:2015, 14001:2015 & 45001:2018 Certified School
A Legacy of 60+ years of Excellence
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3 Performance in CBSE 2025
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258 ' No. of students
Class Highest | 5School Average appeared
Tl Bi W Class X | 99.4% 83.21% 718
I. Class XIl | 98.8% 78.66%: 487
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® School average exceeds the CBSE's National average and the
average performance by the schools of West Bengal as per CBSE
School Performance Report Card (SPRC) 2024-25

& 338 students secured 90% and above
® 94 students secured 100% marks in various subjects
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Chemistry Lab

Football

Other Facilities: ® Biotechnology Lab, Geography Lab, FMM Lab, Computer Lab, Al Lab, Composite Science Lab, Maths Lab @ Table Tennis, Badminton, Cricket, Volleyball, Pickleball, Taekwondo, Gymnastics, Dart, Multiple Playgrounds
@ Multiple Libraries, Auditorium @ Over 650 IP CCTV cameras, CCTV & GP5-enabled School Buses, Centrally Air-conditioned Classrooms @ Photography & Filmmaking Studios, Music & Dance Studio, Podcast Room etc.

Playgroup - Class Xll, Co-educational, CBSE English Medium School
Affiliation No.: 2430004
@ Pratapgarh, P.O. Narendrapur, Kolkata-700 103
(© 033 2435 9955, 2435 8402, 2435 1645 & info@bdmi.org & www.bdmi.org

B.D. Memorial Jr. School

Branches: Bansdroni | Garia - Pre-primary | Garia - Primary | Golf Gardens | Vijaygarh

(© 98310 35800 & info@bdmemorial.org & www.bdmemorial.org
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